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1. THE FURTHER ALLEGATIONS REGARDING SUPPOSED U.S. MILITARY 
INTERESTS IN SPANISH OVERSEAS TERRITORY CONTAINED IN NOV 12 
LE MONDE SEEM TO US TO BE ESSENTIALLY A FISHING EXPEDITION. 

2. SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTRY AT THE WORKING LEVEL HAD ALSO 
INFORMALLY DRAWN THIS ARTICLE TO OUR ATTENTION, WITH A COMMENT 
THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE AVERSE TO A U.S. DENIAL. WE RESPONDED 
THAT THESE PARTICULAR CHARGES, INVOLVING SPANISH FACILITIES, 
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MIGHT MORE APPROPRIATELY BE COMMENTED ON BY SPANISH AUTHORITIES, 
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IF ANY PUBLIC COMMENT WAS TO BE MADE. 

3. THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON THE SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS MAY BE OF 
INTEREST TO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS: 

(A) THE NASA TRACKING STATION AT MASPALOMAS HAS BEEN CLOSED. THE 
FACILITY IS BEING ADMINISTERED BY THE SPANISH GOVT. BUT IS AT 

THIS MOMEMT NOT IN OPERATION. 

(B) WE DO NOT BELIEVE THERE ARE ANY SPANISH ANTI-MISSILE RADAR SYSTEMS 

OR OCEAN SONARS AT PALMAS. AS POINTED OUT IN STATE 260897, DOD HAS 
CONFIRMED THAT THERE ARE NO US MILITARY FACILITIES IN THE CANARIES. 

(C) THERE HAS BEEN NO DISCUSSION IN THE US-SPANISH BASE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS REGARDING THE USE OF FACILITIES IN THE CANARIES OR ELSEWHERE 
OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL SPAIN. (THIS IS A CANARD THAT HAS ALSO 
APPEARED IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER IN CIRITCAL SECTORS OF THE 
SPANISH PRESS.) 

(D) THERE ARE NO MILITARY LINKAGES BETWEEN SPANISH OVERSEAS 
RADAR AND CONTROL SYSTEMS AND US FACILITIES AT ROTA. IT WOULD 
BE DIFFICULT TO ASCERTAIN EXACTLY TO WHAT EXTENT THE SPANISH 
PERSONNEL AT ANY SUCH FACILITIES ARE US-TRAINED. 

(E) THE SUBMARINE CABLE LINKING IBERIA TO SOUTH AFRICA AND TO 
BRAZIL IS TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE A COMMERCIAL CABLE 
SUBJECT TO ALL KINDS OF USAGE. 
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